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munity. China is a great democratic con-
glomeration of families and clans loosely held
together in a racial and political unity. The
social unit, however, as in Japan, is not the
individual but the family. India, again, divided
by race, language and religion, is a great con-
federation of two thousand different castes,
completely separated into social compartments
and bound together only by a foreign political
control. But here again the individual is
the slave of the community. In each of
these countries personality is not yet fully
developed; the individual has not yet been
differentiated, and has not yet come to his
birthright.

It follows naturally from this communistic
and primitive social basis that government has
been prevailingly patriarchal, autocratic and
bound by custom. The ruler of the old state
was the father of his people, holding the power
of life and death. In the advanced nations of
the Occident there has been the sturdy growth
of patriotism, democracy and freedom, with
their far-reaching results.

If we contrast the East and West in their
present mental characteristics we find that the
Orient is conservative, imitative, relatively
passive, and traditional in its habit of thought,
while the Occident is more progressive, inventive,